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Selection of Equipment for the 2008 Olympic Regatta  

A submission from the International 470 Class Association 

PROPOSAL: 
That the International 470 Class be selected as the Olympic Equipment for the Men's 
Double Handed Dinghy Event and Women's Double Handed Dinghy Event  for the 2008 
Olympic Regatta. 

CURRENT POSITION: 
[None given] 

REASON: 
(In line with Submission: 037-03 from the Events Committee Chairman and Regulation 
16.1.4) 
With fleets in over 70 Countries, the International 470 class offers universally available 
equipment that is sailed worldwide and built by 13 Manufacturers spread around the 
Globe.  Our strong building specification is supported by stringent measurement 
procedures ensuring a level playing field and our strict One Design Closed Rules 
ensures that competitive sailing remains Economical and technically simple. 
Development of mast and sails allows a wide range of average physique athletes to sail 
competitively,    Data from the 1992, 1996, & 2000 Olympic Games show sailors from 
46kg-76kg and from 150cm-190cm have competed and the 470 remains the only 
Olympic Equipment in which most men and women of moderate height and weight, 
particularly Asian sailors, can compete successfully. 
International 470 has proven itself as the ideal boat for Women's Sailing; producing 
three 'ISAF Sailor of the Year' winners and it continues to attract large diverse fleets at 
international events.  470 earns  it's position as the double handed dinghy in events 
such as the ISAF World Sailing Games and offers non traditional sailing countries an 
Economical  entry point to ISAF events. 
Along side all current Olympic Equipment; the International 470 requires Athletic 
performances of excellence to master the craft and art of sailing at the highest level.  
The 470 offers exciting, spectacular, and tactical racing that is the pinnacle and 
representation of the many traditional symmetrical spinnaker dinghies so widely sailed 
around the world today. 
The 470 Class satisfies all of the established selection criteria.  Furthermore, in 
combination with the Women's 470 it has, and continues to foster Women's Sailing in 
developed and developing sailing nations.  This partnership is critical to the continued 
development of women's dinghy sailing... 
It is for all the above reasons that so many National Authorities, clubs, and sailors have 
made a long-term commitment to this strong class. 



  

We trust that these are good reasons for you to retain this proven Olympic dinghy for 
2008. 


